A miniaturized 2-h system (RAPIDEC UR; API Systém, la Balme-les-Grottes, Monlalieu-Vercieù, France) that uses nine enzymatic tèsts for the diagnosis of most uropathogens was challenged with 330 strains. With few exceptions (Citrobacter, Enterobacter, and Providencia spp., Morganella morganii, and staphylococci other than Staphylococcus saprophyticus), there were distinct patterns that allowed at least a preliminary species diagnosis.
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The frequent occurrence of urinary tract infections makes a system designed to diagnose the most common uropathogenic bacteria clearly desirable. Even without siniultaneous susceptibility data a rapid diagnosis could aid in treatment, since the susceptibilities of many uropathogenic strains are predictable with a considerable degree of accuracy (1) . Recently, à 2-h system with 11 tests was evaluated (2) . In this study we tested a 2-h system which is based on nine enzymatic tests (RAPIDEC UR; API System, la Balme-lesGrottes, Montalieu-Vercieu, France).
arylamidase (PRO), and P-galactosidase (GAL); cupule 4 tests for P-glucosidase-,-xylosidase (GLU-XYL) and indole formation (IND). Onè kit of 10 panels allows testing of 30 strains. Four reagents are required for the nonspontaneous tests.
A total of 330 strains of potential uropathogens from our own collections, verified by the API 20E system (API System), were checked for purity and tested by using an inoculum from blood agar (GC agar base [Difco Laboratories, Detroit, Mich.] plus 5% sheep blood; 167 gram-negative Table 2 ). To avoid contamination from the other cupules, we withdrew the liquid from cupule C before putting the lid on the strip. Incubation for 2 h at 35 to 37°C followed. Following incubation, LANA, GUR, and PPA were read without the addition of reagents (spontaneous tests); a fluorescent lamp (360 nm) was used to read PRO and GLU-XYL (Table 1) . Finally, IND, GAL, OX, and CAT were read with the addition of specific reagents (Table 1) ; MOT was judged from a hanging drop. Ail tests were read in the same sequence (and should be read no later than 4 h following the start of incubation).
The results are shown in Table 2 . Several characteristic patterns emerged for one species or for a group of species. There was remarkable uniformity in the test results which we ascribe to the large inoculum used. Exceptions were the variable outcomes of the GLU-XYL and GAL tests in Citrobacter and Enterobacter spp. which depended on the medium from which the inoculum was 'taken. They were most likely due to enzyme induction from lactose or glucose (a split product from lactose) on MacConkey agar. In no other species did we encounter such medium-dependent differences. The only surprises were the results of the GLU-XYL test in Proteus vulgaris and Citrobacter spp., which in a previous study had been negative (4).
We did not find any GUR-negative strains of Escherichia coli, but presumably they would be detected because they would differ from Citrobacter diversus in that they would have a negative GLU-XYL reaction. Species occurring more rarely in urine specimens (e.g., Salmonella spp., lactobacilli, 
